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How do I know if a book is age-appropriate?
   

    We receive a lot of questions regarding age-appropriate materials. We can help, but we would like to
clarify that you know your children better than we do, and that decisions regarding what is or is not
appropriate for a child should be made by those who know them best: their parents and/or guardians.
   When we categorize a book, we don’t just make the decision ourselves; we rely on the publishers, the
Library of Congress, WorldCat.org, and other resources to check the level and location of materials. To find
out the intended audience (as indicated by the publisher), you can search the title in our catalog and scroll
down to the “Audience Note”.  Here's an example using the classic book "Goodnight Moon": 

   Board Books: These are published
for several ages, including babies,
toddlers, and early elementary -
the collection contains an age
range of titles for 0-8. The section’s
name simply refers to the format of
the books. However, despite their
sturdy appearance, this format
does not hold up well to repeated
use. Please help us keep our
collection clean by preventing your
children from chewing on them or
taking them in the bathroom
during toilet training!

   Picture Books: These are published for all ages including toddlers, early elementary, late elementary,
middle school, and even some adult age reading levels. For those kids who don’t get into a regular chapter
book, or who just need a mental break, picture books are a great resource for reading out loud as a family
activity or by themselves. 
   Early Readers: These are published for toddlers to third grade students. This year, we have started to
improve the organization of these early readers to make the levels more consistent; you can read more
about that on page three.
   Beginning Juvenile: These titles are published for 5-9 year olds.  The beginning classification in our library
is typically materials for Kindergarten to 3rd or 4th grades. The break between 3rd and 4th grade will often
come down to what age the rest of the series was published for and the accelerated reading level. 
   Juvenile: This section is typically 4th to 6th grade materials. These readers are the longer chapter books
that sometimes reach several hundred pages. However, there are also hi-lo readers in the collection; these
are high-interest, low-reading level materials for children who aren't interested in picking up a huge book. 
  Young Adult: This collection contains materials published for ages 12-17. This means the content varies
greatly and you may want to take special care evaluating the content for your child. 
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Attend training and professional development to stay current on needed skills
Plan and prepare for the next season's programs
Rotate and organize supplies between the Library and storage - this takes several days
Cover staff absences and vacation time
Take care of social media, the website, and other customer-facing communication tools

Q: Why does the library take a break from programming in August? A whole month off 
      of work seems a little excessive.
A:  Well, we don’t actually take vacation during every programming break. (Another librarian        
     myth debunked!)
     

     Did you know summer is the busiest time in the library? Our number of visitors this summer     
nearly doubled. We provide a Summer Reading Program to over 1,500 residents in addition to
many of our other regular programs. The Summer Reading Program has the highest
participation rate of any program we run at the library - it takes all of our staff, plus a
minimum of 25 weekly volunteer hours, to make it successful. Once we're done with the
reading program, there's lots of data that needs to be collected and sorted for State and
Federal reporting - and that takes some time. In addition to the data and reporting, we take
time without programs to:

Questions? Send them to
library@saratogaspringscity.com

to be answered in a future
newsletter.

2023 summer reading
challenge by the numbers

It was our largest participation year yet!



   * Total number of all ages that signed up: 1564
   * Total number of all ages that picked up their 
     tracking sheets: 1471
   * Total number of all ages that completed the 
     program: 451
   * Total number of weekly prizes we handed out for 
     all ages: over 4500
   * Number of hours volunteered for summer 
     reading: 287
The photo shows all of the
tracking sheets that were
returned - each one is a

person that completed our
reading challenge. We've

already begun planning next
year's summer adventure, but

we'd love your input as we
keep working on it! If you
haven't yet completed the

survey, we invite you to take
a few moments to share

your thoughts.
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Decoding the New Early Reader Labeling System



If you've ever tried to figure out which early reader level you should choose for your child's current reading
level, you can understand the frustration and confusion that often comes with searching for a book. The
source of the confusion is that every publisher of early reader books uses its own leveling system: this
means, for example, two books marked as Level 1 by different publishers can have wildly different word
counts and difficulty levels. Because of this, we decided to create a system making the early reader book
levels more consistent for those searching for a book. We began the change earlier this year and hope to
have this project completed by the end of August; however, it does take a lot of staff time to make these
types of changes, especially during our busy summer season.



The new levels (and corresponding labels) you'll be seeing on the books are: 
     ER LEVEL-A have approximately 1 sentence per page AND have a light blue label. 
     ER LEVEL-B have approximately 2 sentences per page AND have a yellow label. 
     ER LEVEL-C have approximately 3 sentences per page AND have a light purple label.
     ER LEVEL-D have approximately 4 or more sentences per page AND
                                 have a bright green label. 

Any books with chapters will be moved into the Juvenile Beginning Fiction
or the Juvenile Beginning Non-Fiction areas.
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HOW-TO HOW-TO SECTIONSECTION
Have you forgotten your password? 

 

 1. Visit saratogaspringscity.com/library.
 2. Click on the link for 'Card Catalog &
     Log Into Your Account' 
 3. Click on 'Forgot Your Password'.
 4. Enter your card number and email 
     address to have a password reset link 
     sent to you. (If you have multiple 
     accounts with the same email address, 
     you will have to enter your card number 
     to generate the password reset link.)
           

When you reset your password here, you
will need to use that new password to

sign in to your digital resources as well. 

http://www.saratogaspringscity.com/library
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Early literacy at home

What is letter awareness, and why is it important ?
Knowing that letters are different from each other, knowing letter names and sounds,

and recognizing letters everywhere are the basics of letter awareness.
To read words, children have to understand that a word is made up of individual letters.   

Remember: there is no app
to replace your lap!

What Can You Do to Help Build This Skill?
~ Look at and talk about different shapes (letters are based on shapes)

~ Play “same and different” type games
~ Look at “I Spy” type books

~ Notice different types of letters (“a” vs “A”) on signs and in books
~ Read ABC books

~ Talk about and draw the letters of a child’s own name

The importance of handwashing
Teach children in the home how important it is to wash their hands.



You’ll need: 

2 shallow dishes   Pepper
Dish soap                 Water 




1. Fill one of the bowls with a thin layer of soap and the other with water.
Sprinkle pepper on the water and explain that the pepper represents germs.




2. Have a child dip their finger in the water and pepper bowl.
Point out that the pepper doesn’t move, but does stick to the finger.




3. Have the child dip the same finger in the soap and notice
how the pepper comes off of the finger.




4. Now have the child dip the soap-coated finger in the water and pepper,
 and watch the germs run away from the soap!





